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California Bonsai Society 
Quarterly meetings at Nakaoka Community Center (On Hiatus)  

 1700 W. 162nd St., Gardena 90247 Dues are deferred this coming year for current members. 
 

President 
Robert Pressler 
818-343-4090 
bonsaibp@earthlink.net                  
info@californiabonsai.com  

Programs 
Steve Valentine 
caryme2@yahoo.com 

Show Chairmen 
Lindsay Shiba 
909-806-0937 
Joe Galgoul 
626-429-0325 
Treasurer 
Cindi Bayliss 
562-596-8464 

Membership 
Cary Sullivan (Valentine) 
760-445-2548 
caryme2@yahoo.com 

1010 Phillips St. 
Vista CA 92083 

Secretary/Newsletter 
Carol Upston 
carolupston@icloud.com 
310-346-4203 

Website 
Diem Van Groth 

Refreshments 
Doyle Saito 
310-940-9482 
doylesaito@yahoo.com  

Live Streaming/Technology 
Jason Saito 
310-909-4598 
jason@zenplace.com  

Publicity 
open 

Visit CBS at  
californiabonsaisociety.com 

californiabonsaisociety.com 

and follow us on Facebook  

President’s 
Message 
Well, 2020 seems to have 
continued rearing it’s ugly head 
well into 2021. So far we’ve had 
to cancel visiting artists 
scheduled for February and May 
and July is up in the air as is our 
annual exhibit, though shortly we 
will have a small online exhibit of 
some 23-24 trees that members 
brought in for photo shoots. That 
should happen soon and notice 
will be sent out when ready. The 
pictures are incredible.  
  

There is some good news- things are starting to open up and 
many of us have had our vaccines, so hopefully it won’t be too 
long before we can get together again. I think we need to have 
some kind of outdoor barbecue to celebrate when we can. I 
really miss the community and I’m sure many of you do too. 
Soon this too will change.  

So even though things all around us are changing and probably 
will continue to do so, CBS remains a strong supporter of the 
art of bonsai and of growing the bonsai community here in 
California and beyond. We will continue to find ways we can be 
a resource to the community and the art. We are always open 
to hearing suggestions on ways to do that.  

The other thing we’re doing right now is accepting applications 
for the Ben Oki Scholarship which again this year is going to be 
two $1000 grants to study bonsai. See full details of the 
scholarship elsewhere in this newsletter. We are able to do this 
due a very successful fundraising campaign last year . We are  
always actively looking for ways to continue to fund this 
important program and have plans for another  fundraising 
auction event later this year. Anyone who wants to contribute 
high quality bonsai, stands, pots etc. to be auctioned for this 
fund can contact me to arrange that. We will also happily 
accept any cash donations or bequests.  

IF we’re able to have our July meeting (doubtful but hoping) 
our guest will be Christopher Sambolin from Puerto
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Events and  
Opportunities 

Rico. He has trained on both traditional and tropical bonsai 
material so if it happens it will be a timely and informative 
meeting.  

If we aren’t able to hold a meeting we will try to work out 
an online meeting of some sort. We’ll have to work out the 
details but as soon as we do we will let you know.  

I hope that all are doing well and staying safe.  Best wishes 
for everyone’s health and safety. 

BP 

A recent photo shoot for the upcoming CBS online 
exhibit by internationally known photographer Miranda 
Penn Turin aka Mrs. Robert Pressler.

Thank you to everyone who got your show trees 
ready and brought them to our two locations to 
be photographed.  

We will let you know when the online exhibit is 
available, hopefully soon.

Santa Anita Bonsai 
Society Annual 
Show 
Memorial Day Weekend 
May 29, 30, 31 

Set Up on Friday the 
28th 

If the show is cancelled it will 
be re-scheduled for a date in 
June.  Check website for 
updates at sabonsai.org



California Bonsai Society is proud to announce  
The Ben Oki Bonsai Scholarship Fund. 

The California Bonsai Society (CBS) has set up a scholarship fund to honor Ben Oki, a 
man who devoted most of his life to enjoying and sharing bonsai. Ben was happiest 
when he was sharing his knowledge or working on a tree. To honor Ben’s sharing spirit, 
we will be making two $1000 grants available to anyone in the bonsai community to be 
used to attend classes, workshops, studying with a professional, or other bonsai-related 
educational activity. Winners will be expected to do something to give back to the 
bonsai community in some way such as a club demonstration or online video showing 
what they’ve learned as a result of receiving the scholarship as well as providing photos 
and a short write-up of their experience. 

To apply, send an email to CaliforniaBonsaiSociety123@earthlink.net. 

In that email, explain what you intend to do with the money to improve your bonsai 
skills, and what you will commit to doing to give back to the bonsai community. Be 
creative! 

Applicants who receive scholarships agree that, in return for these funds, within 15 
days of completing classes (or whichever activity they put this scholarship toward) they 
will provide photos and a short write-up of their experience using the scholarship that 
will be published in the California Bonsai Society website newsletter. 

The application period will be from May 1 through May 30 annually with the scholarships 
awarded on June 15. Applications will be accepted from anyone in the bonsai 
community. Awarding of the scholarships will be by decision of a committee of 
California Bonsai Society Board members after going through all applicants. All 
committee decisions are final.  

Everyone in the bonsai community is encouraged to apply for this chance to expand 
your own bonsai knowledge and to help contribute to the bonsai community. 

Anyone interested in contributing to the scholarship fund as a way to honor Ben and to 
help promote bonsai is more than welcome to contact Robert Pressler, President of The 
California Bonsai Society, at the above email. We are a privately funded 501c3 
corporation so any contributions may be tax deductible. 
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